OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

" GERALD C. MANN

ATTORNIY GENERAL

Honorable R, A, HeElrath
County Auditor

Cooke County
Gaivesville, Texas

Deay 3irt Cpinion Ho, ¢
Re:t 1Is Cooke

Yoar letter of Novenmd
opiaion of this department on th
es follows:

T.n" S wand .\. 3 G885 ._ 935, passed 8, Be

MQ Seotisca 13 A, of the laws passed
o wa\f'ird ths teﬂwm:. The '
gt giay suthorise the employment of

a stedsgrephey t he 00 unty judge and pay for sueh
ssrvisen out of the geneyal fund ormlwrﬁx
an smouat \net Ao eed Twelve Hundred {§1200,00
Doilars pe .

*Some question has arigen es %o whether in &
sounty of the population and ussessed valdstien of
Coske County the adbove gquoted seotioa of the law
governs in $he exployrent and paymsat 9f a stenograe
phexr or assistant to the sounty Julge, or 40es set~
tien li, Artiels 3902 epply, :
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*0n acoount of this question your opinion
s desived as to whieh of these laws govern in
the employment of & stencgrapher or assistant to
the oounty judge of Cooke County, ¢ « "

Parsgraph a, Seotion 13, Artiele 3912e¢, Vernon's
Annotated Givil Stetutes providest

*The Cozmisslioners' Court may authorize the
euployment of a stenographer by the county Jjudge
and pay for such servises out of the genersl fund
of the county to an amount not to sxesed Twelve
Bundred (£1200) Dollars per year."

The foregoing provision of Seetion 13, Article 3912e
is ngfuuuo to all ¢ounties ba a population of 20,000
inhabitante or more, and lesss than 190,000 inhabitants aoccord.
ing t0 the last preceding Yederal Census. Acoording to the
last Federel Cenous Cooke County had s population of 24,909
inhabitents, therefore, sald provision of the stetute sa quote
od above 1a applicadle to Cooke Uounty,

You refer to Seotion li, Artiole 39025 Vernon's An=
notated Civil Statutes, Apperentiy "Segtion 14% is a typo-
inphieal orTOT &S We have deen unable to find any suech sed~
;don in Artiels 3902, Axticle 3502 is & general statute eu~
thorizing the appointment of deputies, assistants, or clerks
by “any distriet, eouaty or precinct officer”, Seotion 1 of
Artiels 3902 providest '

*In sounties haviog a population of Twentye
five Thousand (25,000) or less inhabitants, first
assistant or shisef deputy mot to exceed Bighteen
Hundyred ($1800) Delliars per tuauheﬂwr assistents,
deputies or olerks not to exocesd Fifteen Hunldred
($1500) Dollars per annus each,"™ '

: The nbove guoted provision would eontrol as to the
asation of deputies, assistants or olerks who ocan be le~
Eﬁ; appointed under Artiele 3902 in counties having s popu~
tion of less than 25,000 fnhabitants, As Cocke County bas
a peopulation of less ' 25,000 inhabitante according teo the
last Federsl Census said provision would be applieable to Cooke
County with referencs $o those deputies, agsistants or olerks
who are legslly appointed by virtue of iﬂieh 3502, NHowever,
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said gtatuts adua not suthorise the appointment of & stenogroe

pher for the eounty Judge, In support of this statement we
direct your attention to our opinions Xos, Ge282 and Oel449,
acplos of whioh are erclossd for your convenienoe,

Therelere, in view of what ix sald in the ahove nenw
tioneé opinions and the above ofted atatutes you ers sdviged
that it is our opinion thet the provisieons or Artiele 3912e
{paragraph &) would eontrol and the payment of & stenogrepher
for the county judge would he governed by the same, You are
furthey advised that srticle 3%02, has no appliontion to the
question under consideration, .

Trueting that the foregoing fully angwers your ine
qmy [ we are

Tours very truly
ATTORREY GHERERAL ©F TEXAS
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